IN THE SPIRIT OF GIVING
“Whether or not I am there…

…my church has on-going commitments every week that need my offering.  My church is important to me, and so is my financial commitment to its work.  That is why I use the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) system to fulfill my commitment.”

If you have automatic charges going from your bank account or credit card to pay for insurance, cable TV, taxes, fuel, or mortgage, then you understand the PAR principle.  It means regular contributions throughout the year.

Many people use the PAR system for their church offering, finding it a convenient way to take care of their commitments to the church month by month. You can participate in this program by completing a form available at the Welcome Desk.
Your account will be charged on or about the 20th of the month and our congregation’s account credited with the amount payable from all members who participate.

There is a small administrative fee to the church for each item processed.

How to get involved:

When you have decided to participate in PAR, then you:

1. Decide the amount of your monthly offering

2. Fill in the Authorization Form that you can get at the Welcome Desk

3. Give the form to Kelly Blackwell in the office or place it on the offering plate.

Advantages to the contributor:

1. Regular support of your church in the amount that you choose

2. Continual support of your home church when you are away

3. Avoidance of “catch-up” periods

Advantages to the congregation:

1. Regular, dependable flow of contributions.

2. Reduction of paperwork and bookkeeping

3. Reduction in bank overdrafts

Advantages to the church:

There is no minimum number of givers required for a congregation to initiate or participate in this program.  However, since one of the basic purposes of the program is to ensure regular monthly giving to help pay church expenses, we find that the more people on the PAR program the more valuable and viable it is.

Slips in the pew pockets or at the Welcome Desk are available to place in the offering plate in place of envelopes.

If you would like more detailed information please call Kelly Blackwell at 242–4544.
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
Ephesians 2:4-10
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Pre-Authorized Remittance Program (PAR) Authorization

I hereby authorized First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
7102 – 14th Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta to cause 
( Option 1. an automatic debit  to be drawn from my account
To ensure accuracy,  a sample cheque marked “VOID” must accompany this form
( Option 2. a charge to be made to my credit card
 each month as a contribution by me to First Lutheran Church as follows:

Total Monthly Contribution to First Lutheran Church of   $___________ distributed as:

General Operating  
$__________________   

Other           

$__________________   Please specify_____________

Contributor’s Name 
________________________________________   
Address and Phone information ______________________________________________

1. Automatic debit 

Financial Institution:

Name
_______________________________________________

Address
_____________________________________________________

City
__________________________Postal Code
_________________

Account Number _______________________Type of Account ______________

2. 
Credit Card
             VISA    (       Mastercard      (      American Express  (      
Card Number _________________________________________________________ 
Expiry Date   ______/_______

Date _________________  
Signature ______________________________________

This authority may be changed or cancelled by the contributor at any time.

The transfer of contributions to the ministry of First Lutheran Church will begin in the month following receipt of this authorization and will occur on the 20th of each month.
