
Notice Board
For your information…

The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada's (ELCIC) 
Human Sexuality Task 
Force released on April 
15,  2010 The First Draft of a 
Proposed ELCIC Social 
Statement on Human 
Sexuality for wide 
distribution and reflection by 
congregations and members 
throughout the church. This 
is available at  http://elcic.ca/
Human-Sexuality/
default.cfm.
Feedback to the draft social 
statement can be submit-
ted to this task force via 
online, email and post by 
August 31, 2010.

I love reading the Psalms. There is such vulnerability and authenticity expressed in those 150 
chapters. When the Psalmist is in doubt or afraid, they bare their souls and ask for help; and 
when they want to celebrate, they invite the whole of creation to join in. David wasn’t afraid 
to “get in God’s face” and ask why something is going wrong in his life, or why there is in-
justice in the world.
Many of the words written in the Psalms are still being used to this day, in hymns and liturgy 
as well as modern worship songs. I love reading through the Bible and realizing a song I’ve 
sung for years was based straight out of scripture.
I would like to make the invitation for you to take some time during the summer, and write 
out your “Psalm 151.” To just write out your prayers, to “be real” with God and express your 
love, your praise, your frustrations… to our King and Creator.
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I am. . .  I belong . . .  I live to  . . .

Psalm 100 gives us insight into how God’s people in ancient Israel viewed their
identity. What is yours?

Acknowledge that the Lord is God!  He made us, and we are his.

This is of course true for us too.  We are God’s creations. . . Sometimes we live as 
though we are as the saying goes “self made” and we get distracted by the world’s 
values. God not only made us but continues to express God’s love for us.
See 1 John 3:1

We want to fit in, be accepted but we are different.  Not because God loves us more, 
but because we know that God’s love for us is real, life giving, transformative. People 
for whom God’s love is just a story cannot seem to understand how much that love, 
the certainty of that love defines us and informs our actions and words.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

Nowadays the shepherd image doesn’t resonate as it did for the nomadic people in 
the Middle East.  Perhaps today we need to think of a very caring relationship we have 
- maybe with a friend, a sister or brother, our children, our family.

Here at First Lutheran we see the church not as a building but as a community of 
people God has gathered together .  We celebrate the diversity and different gifts of 
individuals accepting uniqueness as a necessary part of the whole; the Biblical image 
for this is the Body of Christ with Jesus as the head and the Spirit within us. 
See Romans 8:11. 
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues 
through all generations.

There are many things God promises us for our daily lives: Here are a few: growth, 
guidance, joy, freedom, rest, resurrection, wisdom, strength, and my favorite peace 
and freedom from worry. See John 14:27

Who are you today?  I am. . .  I belong . . .  I live to  . . .

Walking Together PASTOR JUL IANNE
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“ROOTS AMOUNG THE ROCKS”

Roots Among the Rocks brings together 7 young Christian artists, who have crated an engaging per-
formance that they will tour across Canada throughout the summer.  Premiering at General Synod in 
Halifax in June, wrapping up at the Canadian Luther Anglican Youth Conference in London in August, 
Roots Among the Rocks seeks to engage the Anglican and Lutheran Church in a compelling conver-
sation about faith, self journey and community.  Conducting interviews, gathering music and images, 
story sharing, group improvisation, and research, this show is a reflection of where our church is 
today, and what the future could hold.

We have seen in our recent past the extraordinary voice that young people claim when given a plat-
form—we want to engage that voice intentionally, allowing it to take shape and focus.  When youth 
have been engaged and empowered to speak and lead, often what emerges has been transformative 
for the wider church.

Come, hear our story in you own community and journey on:

Friday July 16th, 2010 at 7:00pm.  Christ Church, Calgary.  3602 8 Street SW.  

Tickets $5/$10—available at the door.

For more information contact: familyministry@christchurchcalgary.org

First Lutheran 
Youth Info line….
July 9—Mission trip to Fernie

August 21—Rock The River 
Tour West at COP

Featuring: FLYLEAF, SKILLET, 
HAWK NELSON, LECRAE, 

DOWNHERE, STARFIELD with
FRANKLIN GRAHAM

2:30—9:30

Tickets $10.00 each

rocktherivertour.com

Hey Kids, are you looking for 
some summer 
excitement?
Bring your 
friends, and join 
us on an adven-

ture at “SonQuest Rainforest” 
summer vacation bible camp.

WHEN?
July 19-23   OR   August 23-
27.

Both camps are scheduled for 
mornings only from 9:30am-
12:30pm running Monday thru 
Friday. The fee for individuals 
attending is $60 per child and 
registration is ongoing.  We 
offer these camps to children 
between the ages of 4 yrs to 
those entering grade 4 as of fall 
2010.

Registration can be made via 
phone (403-242-4544) or drop 
off registration forms during 
office hours (Tues.-Thurs. 
10am-3pm). Forms for regis-
tration can be printed off our 
web site at www.first-lutheran-
calgary.org or picked up in the 
church foyer . Space is limited 
so don’t delay!

CAMP VOLUNTEERS
TOO old to register, but you want 
to have some summer fun, explor-
ing in the rainforest? Come get 
your feet wet and enjoy the beauty 
of walking with the children of 
God…in their Parable Quest…
helping them learn about Jesus and 
God’s amazing love. 

Yes, there is something for every-
one both young and old… Lead a 
station, Lead a group, Assist others 
…and it only takes 3 hours out of 
your day. You will find the reward 
amazing, looks great on a resume 
and you might even experience 
your own God story. Training and 
nursery care is available for those 
interested

Other options: if the camp dates 
don’t work for you this year…
please consider helping behind the 
scenes, prepping, decorating, shop-
ping. 

Please contact Liz Gahan (403-
242-4544) or email lgahan@first-
lutheran-calgary on your interests 
and availability.

See you under the Canopy!

VACATION BIBLE CAMPS SUMMER 2010
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For Summer…….

All Power Zone attendees please note: All Power 
Zone Classes will take a summer break.  There will 

be NO POWER ZONE May 23 thru Sept 5.  

On Sunday Sept 12 we will be back to our regu-
lar times 9am and 11 am service

We will celebrate this Sunday with our Fall Kick 
Off Power Zone and other programs will be 

gearing up for the year.  
Don’t miss out on the FUN!

REMEMBER….
Mark you calendar for SEPT 12 , 2010

…and there will be more details to 
follow in the September Newsletter

Now that we have moved into our Summer Worship 
Hour at 10am we offer those who serve in Children’s 

Ministry a refreshing break, a chance to worship 
with their families and give the children an opportu-
nity to explore a full worship service.  While there 

are no Power Zone classes during service time we do 
offer scripture based kid’s bulletins (Little Kidsword 
and Kidsword) that present  children with something 
they can relate to during this time.  These are located 
on the clipboards at the back of the Sanctuary.  For 

small children we have activity bags containing 
small toys and books also available at the back of the 

Sanctuary. 

We look forward to what God has in plan for us this 
FALL in Power Zone….until then, enjoy your sum-
mer, and may you return refreshed and rejuvenated 

to explore more of his wonder!



If you have Family Fun ideas  you 
would like to explore as FIRST family 
activities this fall please forward them to 
Liz.  Call 403-242-4544 local 205 or 
email: lgahan@first-lutheran-calgary.org

Greetings:
"It is with great joy and anticipation, 
that we, Walter O. Fox, and Carol I. 
Johnson (Helmer Johnson's daughter), 
announce our engagement to be 
married, and to invite our FIRST 
Lutheran friends to our wedding cere-
mony on Saturday July 31, 1pm at Bow 
Valley Christian Church, 5300-53 Ave 
NW. Across from the Dalhousie C-
Train Station on Crowchild Trail NW.

The 7th Annual 
RETREAT OF OUR OWN

A theological reflection retreat for lay learn-
ers.  September 24—26, 2010.  St Michael's 
Anglican Church, 709—7th Street, Canmore.

Join Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing in the question 
“Ecology, The Bible and Our Future: Are We 

Living at the End of the World?”

Once considered the exclusive domain of 
theologians and preachers, apocalyptic talk of 
“the end of the world” is now mainstream 
fare. Hollywood movies and major United 
Nations conferences grapple with the topic of 
“the end” in terms of climate change and 
environmental degradation.  How does 
scripture talk about the end of the world?  
What does that mean in today’s context of 
environmental awareness and concern?  

Does scripture instill an ethic of respon-
sibility for creation or does it lead to an 
attitude of irresponsibility?

To register, or for more information 
contact :

Jon Stolee, 780-672-5234 
or 

Kristian Wold, 780-672-3659  
or

         info@retreatofourown.ca

Check out the website for more details 
as they become available:

          www.retreatofourown.ca

As a church we have struggled with how to help these peo-
ple….the poorest of the poor….stuck in an endless spiral of pov-
erty.  When we met some of their family here in Calgary, we felt 
led to reunite them.  With the help of Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief, we submitted the necessary applications to Canada Immi-
gration and have raised some funds to help these individuals start a 
new life here in Canada.
After 5 long years of waiting through the immigration process, our 
refugees have just completed their medical check ups (the last step 
in the process) and are now simply waiting for final approvals and 
visas so that they can travel to Calgary this summer.  We look 
forward to seeing them here soon!

Please call Kris at 403-249-1231 for information on contributing 
items.  Our main focus is now linens and kitchen items. 

First Lutheran expects 18 
refugees from Ethiopia this 

summer!

As you may know, First Lutheran 
Church is sponsoring 18 Sudanese 
refugees out of an Ethiopian refugee 
camp.  Our sponsorship began in Au-
gust 2005 and we are finally expecting 
our refugees to arrive this summer.  
Our group includes a 49 year old 
grandmother, 8 parents, a couple of 
young adults, and 7 children.  Many of 
them having been living in the Fugnido 
Refugee Camp their whole lives.

Family Fun Events and Notice Board

REFUGEE FILE—SUMMER 2010

returning Sunday July 11. Minimal 
costs! Family friendly.  Youth are 
chaperoned (no parents needed). 
Contact Florence 
bstoth@hotmail.com

Habitat for Humanity Calgary would 
like to keep you informed on our 
upcoming events.  Please join us in c
celebrating our 20th anniversary serving the 
Calgary area by joining us for a picnic in 
the park in honour of your tremendous 
contribution of time and money.  Over the 
past 20 years, Habitat for Humanity 
Calgary has been providing “a hand-up, not 
a hand-out,” helping many Calgary families 

break the cycle of poverty.  
Please join us for an afternoon 
of music. entertainment and 
food.  Thank you again for your 
support.

Saturday, July 17th, 2010  
11:30am until 2:30pm
Bowness Park – 8900 48 Ave 
NW.  West End Picnic Site 5

If you would like to attend 
please RSVP on or before 
Monday July 12th to 
communications@habitatcalgary.ca
or call 403-253-9331 ext 225.  
www.habitatcalgary.ca

SERVING OUR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
Inn From The Cold

Friday July 9th 
and August 13th

If you would like to help out we 
have sign up sheets in the 

kitchen.
++++++++++++++++++

Want to serve but are too 
busy for a big trip?
Make plans now for a week-
end mission to BC.  
A small congregation needs 
a make over ( painting and 
cleaning)  Leaving in the 
evening Friday July 9 and

Serving opportunities at FIRST.

Refugee Committee

Lutheran Hospital 
Ministries

Altar Care

Ushering—Coordinator

Sunday morning  coffee 
hospitality 

Special Events (Stampede 
Supper etc.)

Vacation Bible Camp

We need your support in 
serving our community.
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Members of our Refugee 
Sub Committees:

Education – Florence T, Heather F, 
Ava D, Nicole K
Communication – Ben L
Media – Ben L
Volunteer Training- Florence T
Welcome Party, Birthdays and 
Christmas gifts –Carol K, Elizabeth 
C, Florence T
Friendly Visitors- Rainer T, Carol K, 
Heather F, Nicole K, Ava D, Bob M
Health – Elizabeth W, Heather F
Binders – Florence T, Kris L
Orientation – Calgary Catholic Im-
migration Society, James H
Finances – Brian T
Money Lessons – Rainer T, James H
Food and Furniture Donations – Kris 
L, Heather F
Clothing Donations – Carolyn and 
Nicole K, Cindy B, Heather F
Housing – Brent L, Elizabeth C, 
James H, Glenda Z
Employment – Rainer T, Bob M, 
Elizabeth C, James H
Movers – Ben L and anyone with big 
muscles and a strong back



WHEN YOU 
THOUGHT I 

WASN’T 
LOOKING

When you thought I 
wasn’t looking I 
heard you say a 

prayer, and I know 
that there is a God I 
could always talk to, 
and I learned to trust 

Him.

When you thought I 
wasn’t looking I 

looked at you and 
wanted to say, 

“Thanks for all the 
things I saw when 

you thought I wasn’t 
looking”.

(from “A book of 
thanks for Mom”.  
Mary Rita Schilke 

Korzan)

Looking for Summer Reading Material? 
FIRST’s Library (located to your left as you 

leave the sanctuary) can help to occupy 
your summer with great Christian based 

fiction and non-fiction books. The library is 
current being reenergized with a new look, a 
new catalogue and the addition of worship 
CDs. The revamping will extend into the 

summer so be sure to drop in and check out 
the progress! We are currently looking for 

great Christian CDs to add to our collection 
and are grateful for any donations. If you 
would like to donate a book, video or CD, 

please leave them on the desk in the library 
or give them to Jessica Blackwell.

It’s almost Yahoo 
time

       Our annual free community 

            Stampede Supper is

        Thursday July 15 , 5-7 pm

Sign up in the foyer or Lasso Liz

White hat donations 

are welcome at back of Sanctuary 

today.

Summer Calendar.
July 1 Canada Day (Office Closed)
July 9 Inn From The Cold
July 9 Weekend Mission to Fernie, BC
July 15 Stampede Dinner
July 19 Vacation Bible Camp #1 to July 23
Aug 13 Inn From The Cold
Aug 23 Vacation Bible Camp #2 to Aug 27
Sept 12 Return to two Worship Services 9 & 11am

Power Zone Sunday School Resumes during 
the 11am service

A look ahead………………..

We have a new telephone system with a confidential 
voice mail system. See listing on this page for con-
tact details.

We return to two services, 9am and 11am Sunday 
September 12, 2010. 
Power Zone Sunday School will begin for the Fall 
on Sunday September 12th.

In order to be environmentally friendly and save paper 
we have introduced this new format to the Newsletter. 
Articles to be  included in the September Issue should be 
maximum 200 words and submitted via email to 
newsletter@first-lutheran-calgary.org. by August 21.

THE BACK PAGE……………….

Want to contact us?
Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs 10 - 3   
Office Phone (403) 242-4544

General –  office inquiries: Local 201 
office@first-lutheran-calgary.org

Pete – Director of Worship: Local 202
403-852-0146 (Cell)
pjustine@first-lutheran-calgary.org
worship@first-lutheran-calgary.org

Fran – Office Admin: Local 203
fcusworth@first-lutheran-calgary.org

Liz – Ministry Assistant: Local 205
lgahan@first-lutheran-calgary.org

Julianne –  Pastor: Local 206
403-852-4225 (Cell)
pastor.julianne@first-lutheran-calgary.org

Kelly – Property Manager and Bookkeeping: 
Local 207   
403-852-4229 (Cell)
kblackwell@first-lutheran-calgary.org

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
7102—14 Avenue SW
Calgary, Alberta. T3H 4G7
www.first-lutheran-calgary.org

LIVING JESUS INSIDE OUT

Leadership at FIRST continues to ask 

What is God calling FIRST to participate in?
Church Council meets monthly to oversee the financial stability and 
visionary movement of the congregation’s ministries.  This year the Council is 
focussing on the question “What is God up to at FIRST?”. 
Staff and volunteers work to manage and facilitate the ministries of FIRST 
on a day to day basis. Prayer Ministries, Stephen Ministries, Fellowship Groups   
(MT lunch downtown, Pray and Play, LBW, Youth, Power Zone and Seniors 
Lunch) continue to help us grow in faith.
Pastor Julianne believes God is calling the whole church in North America 
into a new thing. (Isaiah 43:19)  Gone are the days of Christendom, where the 
church was the social norm for faith growth and action.  Christians, joined 
into Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit are challenged to faithful living 
each day, serving the world.


